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 Possible Reading Apprenticeship Outcomes to include in your syllabi 

Outcomes Some Ways of Measuring 

Articulate personal supports and barriers to 

literacy development 

Personal Reading History 

Ongoing Formative Assessment 

Curriculum Embedded Reading 

Assessment (CERA) Rubric Evaluation 

MARSI 

Demonstrate individualized reading/thinking 

process 

 

Think Aloud 

Talking to the Text 

  

Participate in a community of readers 

Readers Strategy List Compilation 

Gallery Walks 

Discussion Board Participation 

Give One/Get One 

Whole Class: one-line abstract 

  

Identify problem areas and track the 

process for clarification. 
Talking to the Text 

  

Engage in the metacognitive conversation 

to increase comprehension of material 

Talking to the Text 

CERA Rubric Evaluation 

Activate schema and use it to increase 

comprehension of text 

Frayer Model 

Think Aloud 

KWL  

Anticipation Guides 

E/I Preview Charting 
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Community Norms 

 

IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY 

Learning is socially mediated. Feeling 

part of a classroom community has 

significant psychological benefits and 

makes students more likely to engage in 

productive academic behaviors. 

CLASSROOM NORMS AND ROUTINES CREATE A 

SENSE OF SAFETY AND BELONGING  

¶ Negotiated classroom norms support 

all students to share ideas and 

comprehension difficulties without 

feeling stupid or ñuncool.ò 

¶ Teachers tap studentsô out-of-school 

interests and competencies to help 

students recalibrate their academic 

potential and identities. 

¶ Small group work and collaborative 

meaning-making routines engage all 

students in thinking, discussing, and 

actively participating in the academic 

life of the classroom. 

Source: http://readingapprenticeship.org/our-approach/common-core/social-emotional/ 

Set Up: 

1.  Have the students individually think about  

"Think about timesτin as well as out of school --when you learned something new. Make some 

notes about what helped you feel comfortable about learning in that situation. Focus on what 

made the learning happen rather than the content you learned." 

2. Pair and share  

3. Report out and create a living classroom document (It is important to use the language 

of the students for this document.) 

Building Community Norms: Essential Activity  

I love doing the classroom norms each quarter 

because it gives the students their first voice and 

say in how the class is going to run. They are 

valued contributors to the community of practice 

that we have created in each class. I use this 

activity to set the tone of my interest in their ideas 

and to celebrate their presence in the classroom.  
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Personal Reading History: 

 

A personal reading history can help students think about and write about their literacy 

development and the key events in their development as a reader.   When students can 

reflect on and analyze their past reading experiences, it is easier to develop better 

reading skills in the future.  

In order to receive a high quality response, the personal reading histories should be 

assigned as individual work first. Then they can pair with a partner and share their 

experiences making sure that each person has a few minutes to share his or her 

history.  Once the pairs are done, then the class can share widely their findings and the 

common threads can be recorded on the board.  

This sends the message: reading is important, reading is complex, and each student 

has a reader identity. Your message to the student is that you are creating a community 

of readers by fostering an understanding about how we read, the processes of reading 

different texts in different ways, and drawing on the shared processes of reading 

present in the classroom.  

This activity should be done during the first week of class and can potentially be 

assigned as homework for one night with the pair and share and group discussion 

following the next day. 

As an instructor, I read each studentôs personal reading history; I gain insight into how 

the student sees himself or herself as a reader, learning differences, and personal 

attributes that can help guide my classroom. 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chabotcollege.edu/library/images/research_group.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chabotcollege.edu/library/libraryinformation.asp&h=647&w=500&tbnid=jNEJNvd4ybG6LM:&docid=ezQ_zJgjlwpK0M&ei=pMjVVemmJ87VoATk-oH4Dw&tbm=isch&ved=0CIcBEDMoYzBjahUKEwjpiMmm1bfHAhXOKogKHWR9AP8
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   Personal Reading History 

  

Please answer the following questions about your literary development: 

1. What are some high points in your learning to read literature? 

 

 

 

 

2. What are some low points in your learning to read literature? 

 

 

 

 

3. Were there times when you felt like an ñinsiderò or times when you felt like an 

ñoutsiderò? 

 

 

 

4. What or who supported your literacy development? What or who discouraged it? 

 

  

Pair and Share:  Share some of your reading history with a partner.  Make sure that 

each of you has an opportunity to tell your story.   

Whole class sharing: What did you learn about each other? What are the common 

threads? What were the surprises? 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chabotcollege.edu/library/images/research_group.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chabotcollege.edu/library/libraryinformation.asp&h=647&w=500&tbnid=jNEJNvd4ybG6LM:&docid=ezQ_zJgjlwpK0M&ei=pMjVVemmJ87VoATk-oH4Dw&tbm=isch&ved=0CIcBEDMoYzBjahUKEwjpiMmm1bfHAhXOKogKHWR9AP8
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Personal Reading History 

Circle the pictures that answer the questions for you. 

Reading in English is  _______________. 

         

 Good         hard               easy and fun                          impossible  

 

Who helps you read in English? 

                

Teacher    family   Coworkers  Friends or classmates 

 

What do you like to read? 

                                     

 

Books                Newspaper   Magazine   Online  

 

http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Reading/man_reading_book_23_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/School/boy-confused-and-pulling-hair-reading-test-question-paper-clipart-1161_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Reading/dance_6_28_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart/Clipart/Reading.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Book_Clipart/grandmother-reading-stories-from-book-to-child_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Occupation/men-reading-plans-for-building-construction-1220_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Gray_and_White/School/two-children-reading-homework-book-gray_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Book_Clipart/stack-two-books-clipart-5124_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Gray_and_White/Objects/09-12-10_S_04GR_jpg.htm
https://openclipart.org/detail/81877/free-magazine-3d
https://openclipart.org/detail/4714/a-new-computer
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Think ï Pair ï Share 

 

This routine helps to differentiate instruction by providing the students with some time 

and structure for thinking about their texts. This helps build community in a classroom 

when it is embedded a classroom norm.  This routine gives students a voice in making 

meaning and a voice in deconstructing text and reconstructing meaning. Think Pair 

Share is an active learning routine which uses the personal and social dimension and 

supports the cognitive and knowledge-building dimensions.  

The Think- Pair- Share Protocol 

Think: Students first think individually about a prompt.  

Ask them to review their class notes, Evidence Logs, Metacognitive Logs, 

or Talking to the Text mark ups.  

Pair:  Students share his or her individual thinking with a partner.  

 Ask one student to share his/her thinking while the partner listens quietly.  

Give guidance about how long each person has and this time should be 

short (1-2 minutes) then the partners switch and the other person shares 

while the person who initially spoke just listens.  It helps if your pairs have 

adequate room to sit next to the partner and hear what is being said. The 

faculty should circulate and monitor the paired sharing and only facilitate 

in the process of the routine rather than interject about the sharingôs 

content.  

Share:  Pairs then share out at their tables for a short time and 

then finally there is whole class sharing.  

 Faculty should track the ideas on a poster or the white board. Model 

noting which ideas are given more than once. Focus on evidence from the 

text, similarities, differences, and common threads.  

 

Remember that some students need to practice this routine to be able to 

engage in it. Perhaps listing the students and time allotments will help 

students learn how to engage in meaningful think pair share work. 
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Think ï Pair ï Share 
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Reading Strategy List: 

What is a Readerôs Strategy List (RSL)? 

A readerôs strategy list is a student-generated list of approaches they use to figure out 

text.  This is a living community document. 

 

One easy way to get the conversation going in your classroom is to ask your readers 

how they read. Given an opportunity to reflect and think about how they approach a text 

is insightful, and students will reveal some of their approaches to reading. This 

opportunity to share in discussing reading processes helps others think about their own 

approaches to reading.  

Reading Apprenticeship methods suggest that students first individually document their 

own methods or strategies for reading a specific text.  Remember that there are many 

ways of approaching text.  Next the students should pair up and share what they have 

written.  Once that conversation has taken place, the class should report out their 

findings. In this way, readers have an opportunity to report on their own habits, listen to 

the reading habits of others, and then create a shared document, which is hung in the 

classroom as a living document.  

The Readerôs Strategy List is generated by students for students. It is an ongoing 

dynamic classroom artifact. It serves as a reminder to students that there are different 

ways of reading, that different texts require different methods, and that the process of 

reading discipline-specific texts is essential to understand if one hopes to improve his 

effectiveness and mastery of complex academic texts.  

How is it created? 

ÅWe query students about how they made sense of a text and then create a living 

classroom document for their use. 
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ÅThis is a student-generated list. The language on the list is the students' terminology. 

ÅYou may have multiple lists: one for math problems, one for a manual, one for a 

primary text. 

  

Why are the Readers Strategy Lists helpful for students? 

These give students a way to voice how they approach text. It allows for sharing across 

the four dimensions. Students often uncover how they are reading text, and this gives 

the instructor insight into how they read the disciplinary texts. You can model strategies 

of how to read the text that they may not have considered.   

 

My Readerôs Strategy List 
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My Readerôs Strategy List 

 

Category: _______________________________________________ 

 

Strategy How it helps 
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 My Reading Strategy List 

 

                     

Reading and talking together        Read Again           Read Out Loud 

 

                   

Use context clues               Use a dictionary          Look for patterns 

                  

Look for bold words             Ask Questions             Use Text Features  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwivwbTMy_LKAhUG32MKHdjrCTkQjRwIBw&url=http://wesmd.com/reading/&psig=AFQjCNErk0jZe6g5X6-bAtQcGIuWd5tERA&ust=1455379037186098
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://raiseyourvoiceexamining.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/dsc06181.jpg&imgrefurl=https://raiseyourvoiceexamining.wordpress.com/2010/05/&h=2307&w=1709&tbnid=yKc_cuVtuJirIM:&docid=lVewpBUXpe6UCM&ei=yAO-VtmmBoSmjwPFi7r4Ag&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjZqtCpzvLKAhUE02MKHcWFDi8QMwh4KFMwUw
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://pad3.whstatic.com/images/thumb/d/d4/Use-a-Dictionary-Step-1.jpg/670px-Use-a-Dictionary-Step-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.howwhywhere.com/Use-a-Dictionary/&h=503&w=670&tbnid=zYUuRzo0OQvh_M:&docid=cxbkzwmQWdnGkM&ei=GgO-VuSrFcjcjwP1v7foDw&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjkoOPWzfLKAhVI7mMKHfXfDf0QMwg8KBcwFw
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://image.slidesharecdn.com/atomselementsandtheperiodictable-150923021911-lva1-app6891/95/atoms-elements-and-the-periodic-table-11-638.jpg?cb=1442974809&imgrefurl=http://www.slideshare.net/cpugh5345/atoms-elements-and-the-periodic-table-53090518&h=479&w=638&tbnid=06iJtBtrcsYysM:&docid=iNoezH1EL_LFoM&ei=awO-Vp2gA8TSjAODubyQCw&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjdgaH9zfLKAhVEKWMKHYMcD7IQMwhoKEMwQw
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 Practice: Capturing the Reading Process with a Readers Strategy List
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 Schema: Your prior knowledge of the world  

Our students bring all sorts of knowledge the classroom and as such they can become 

contributors to meaning making in our classroom, if we encourage and promote their 

schema.  To help us summarize some of the schema that students bring to the 

classroom, we can categorize this knowledge: 

¶ Knowledge about the textôs content and the world 

¶ Knowledge about different types of texts 

¶ Knowledge about language: words, syntax, mechanics, and semantics 

¶ Knowledge about disciplinary discourse and practices 

¶ Knowledge about culture and how culture is present in language, thinking, and 

text. 

I tell the students in my class that text is ink on paper until they bring themselves to their 

texts.  The idea is to promote the growth of schema in the classroom because the more 

knowledge one has on a topic, the easier it is to read in the subject area and the more 

one can learn.  

Our goals as facilitators should be to help students become metacognitive about 

schema.  We can do this by helping them learn how to activate their schema. We need 

to give the students opportunities to search for discernible patterns and schema 

connections. By helping the students become metacognitive about their schema, prior 

knowledge, we help me become active learners and thinkers and it is through this work 

that we are able to help students exchange and revise schema that is misleading or 

incorrect.  

How can we promote students being metacognitive about schema and schema 

building? 

¶ Have students create inquiry questions prior to reading the text, introduce word 

games like Hinky Pinkies,  Word Puzzles,  and ambiguous Headlines and 

Cartoons 

¶ Promote collaboration through the social dimension  

¶ Make confusions cool 

¶ As the instructor, show patience as students debate and struggle with making 

meaning.   
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Frayer Model 

 

The Frayer Model is graphic organizer that was designed by Dorothy Frayer and her 

colleagues at the University of Wisconsin.  Her organizer provides students with a way 

to understand new words. Students are asked to provide a definition of the term, facts 

or characteristics of the word, examples, and non-examples. 

The model is one way to scaffold concepts from words and activate schema for 

preparing student to read text.    

I use two formats: 

My definition of the term 
 
 
 
 

Facts and/or Characteristics 

Examples  
 
 
 
 

Non-examples 

 

 

My definition of the term 
 
 
 
 

Illustrate the concept 

Examples  
 
 
 
 

Non-examples 

 

Term 

Term 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://media.showme.com/files/210334/pictures/thumbs/1046873/last_thumb1377486649.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.showme.com/sh/?h=5wflIEy&h=768&w=1024&tbnid=ram2CZ8HWjDflM:&docid=mWOdXWQseswb3M&ei=D0O-VpawMsG2jwP_jbGADQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjW86DWivPKAhVB22MKHf9GDNAQMwhaKDIwMg
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Frayer Model 

 

 

My Definition  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Facts/Description/Illustration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Examples 

Zika Virus 
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Frayer Model 

 

 

My Definition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facts/Description/Illustration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Examples 
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Brainstorming of Words or Concepts 

Topic: 

 

 

A B C 

D 

 

 

E F G 

H 

 

 

I  J  K 

L 

 

 

M N O 

P 

 

 

Q R S 

T 

 

 

U V W 

X 

 

 

Y Z   
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